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Nikon is constantly developing new ways to prevent environmental pollution and ensure a healthier

ecosystem. In 1998, Nikon introduced the Nikon Basic Policy for Green Procurement, a broad range

of activities designed to reduce the environmental impact of our products. Under this policy, Nikon

employs materials, parts, and packaging items produced with special concern for the environment.

Another strategy, the Environmental Action Plan for Fiscal 2005, established the goal of

completely eliminating seven harmful chemical substances — hexavalent chrome, lead, cadmium,

mercury, PBB, PBDE and polyvinyl chloride — from all Nikon consumer products by September 2005. 

Nikon is also in full compliance with the EU’s July 2006 RoHS (Restriction of the Use of Certain

Hazardous Substances in Electrical and Electronic Equipment) directive, as well as other new EU

regulations.

We are reducing waste through

environmental policies that extend the life of our

products and simplify repairs, as well as

minimising energy consumption through the

more efficient use of power.

Nikon — innovating new and exciting eco-

friendly products for our precious world.

Nikon and the Environment
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The following icons tell you for what purpose 
each series is best suited:

Mountaineering, camping, hiking
Rugged outdoor activities demand portability and durability. Models that also feature
rubber armouring and waterproofing are ideal.

Birdwatching, nature watching
Wide field of view and 7x to 10x magnification models are suited for general nature
viewing. Observing whales or birds at longer distances is more comfortable at 8x to 12x
magnification. Fieldscopes and Spotting Scopes are recommended for even closer views.

Marine sports, fishing
Waterproofing and durability are critical for these activities. High brightness and a wide
field of view are also desirable. Models featuring vibration reduction are convenient for on-
board use.

Spectator sports
Binoculars featuring a wide field of view and 7x to 10x magnification are recommended for
fast-moving sports. Zoom-type binoculars are convenient, enabling quick and easy change
of magnification according to the viewing situation.

Hunting and outdoor
Models with 8x to 10x magnification are suitable for hunting, with waterproofing and
durability being further prerequisites. For early morning and evening use, binoculars with a
large objective diameter are recommended.

Travelling
Compact, lightweight models featuring moderate magnification and field of view are ideal
for travelling.

Theatre
Compact models featuring magnification from 4x to 8x are recommended for theatre use. To
focus on a particular performer at a concert, 7x to 10x models are suitable.

Stargazing
Astronomical observation requires a bright optical system with large objective diameter
and exit pupil. Waterproof and aberration-corrected binoculars are most suitable.

Museum
In museums, compact and lightweight models with lower magnification and a close
focusing distance of less than 2m are desirable.

For eyeglass wearers
High-eyepoint design for a clear field of view even for wearers of eyeglasses.

Magnification (10x)
Individual focusing

Waterproof

Objective diameter (mm) High eyepoint

10x50IF HP WP
D: Roof (Dach) prism
WP: Waterproof
CF: Central focusing
IF: Individual focusing
HP: High eyepoint

Check the letters in the name of any Nikon binoculars —
they convey helpful information about each model.

All Nikon binoculars are designated with a numerical formula, such as “10x25 5.4°”. 
The value “10x” indicates the magnification of the binoculars. If a person uses 10x binoculars to
observe a wild bird from a distance of 100 metres, for example, it will appear to the observer as
if he or she were viewing the bird from a distance of 10 metres (100 divided by 10 equals 10)
with the naked eye.
The next number, “25”, tells you that the effective diameter of the objective lens is 25mm. The
greater the diameter of the objective lens, the brighter your image will be with the same
illumination. If the objective lens is too large, however, the binoculars will be heavy and may
cause trembling of the hands.
Finally, the number “5.4°” represents the actual field of view of the binoculars. This is the angle
of the visible field, as measured from the centre of the objective lenses. The bigger the value,
the easier it is to locate an object.
Understanding the meaning of these numbers should provide you with greater freedom in
selecting and using binoculars. 

Numerical information code 
for binoculars

* For more details, see page 46.
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Binoculars
Enduring perfection

Nikon binoculars have established a benchmark for extraordinary value by which all others are
compared. Building on Nikon’s eminence as the global leader in precision optics,* we provide
binoculars for virtually any application, making it easy to find brilliant, impeccable optics for
your own specific needs. Most models feature Nikon multilayer-coated lenses of the highest

quality to provide astonishingly bright, razor-sharp images. All models feature rugged
construction, and finely tuned ergonomic engineering for comfortable handling during long
hours of use. Whatever your passion — be it birdwatching, rugby, an ocean crossing, or a
night at the opera — Nikon has the ideal binoculars for you.

* Nikon IC steppers produce a major share of the world’s most sophisticated semiconductors.
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When only the best will do
Nikon’s high-grade HG L series binoculars bring everything into focus and

uncover the beauty of the world around you.

Topping off Nikon’s acclaimed lineup of binoculars, the six HG L series

models are designed for unparallelled performance and comfort.

Advanced lens and prism construction delivers sharp, bright images

that intensify your viewing experience. Other elements, such as the

user-oriented optical and mechanical design, work together to reveal

fine details you’d have otherwise missed. And in 42mm objective

diameter models, the weight has been significantly reduced.

What’s more, environment-friendly materials extend the quality of the

HG L series even further.

The overall result is something Nikon believes all binocular users should

experience: more moments of clarity.

Features common to the HG L series
• Sharp, clear images to the lens periphery, thanks to Nikon’s exclusive field flattener lens and

eyepiece design
• Nikon’s original multilayer coating attains a high light transmission rate across a wide range of

wavelengths and reduces flare and ghosts for excellent colour reproduction
• Phase-correction-coated roof prisms deliver high resolution
• Prisms feature a high-reflection silver coating to provide brighter images
• High-eyepoint design provides a clear field of view, even for eyeglass wearers
• Soft-touch silicon rubber eyecup
• Turn-and-slide rubber eyecups with multi-click* facilitate easy positioning of eyes at the

correct eyepoint

• Large focusing ring makes operation easy
• Every model is waterproof up to 2m/6.6 ft. (3m/9.8 ft. for 8x20HG L DCF/10x25HG L DCF) for 5

minutes and fog-free, with O-ring seals and nitrogen gas
• Made with environment-friendly materials

Non-polyvinyl chloride material used for body, eyepiece lens cap, objective lens caps, case and
wide strap
Eco-glass optics that are free of lead and arsenic are used for all lenses and prisms

• Can be fixed to a tripod using optional tripod adaptor* (see p 43) 

*Except 8x20HG L DCF/10x25HG L DCF.

Binoculars
HIGH GRADE

8x20HG L DCF
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8x42HG L DCF

8x32HG L DCF

8x20HG L DCF

8x32HG L DCF/10x32HG L DCF

• Finely balanced compensation of aberrations
• Close focusing distance of 2.5m 
• Dioptre adjustment ring locking system prevents unintentional rotation
• Excellent performance at temperatures as low as –20°C
• Rubber armouring for shock resistance and a firm, comfortable grip
• Ergonomic 3D design for greater ease of holding
• Eyepiece lens caps are connected for easy use

8x20HG L DCF/10x25HG L DCF

• Sturdy, lightweight die-cast magnesium alloy body
• Foldable design is convenient for carrying
• Close focusing distance of 2.4m (8x) and 3.2m (10x)
• Dioptre adjustment ring is located in the centre of the body, which 

improves operability
• Excellent performance at temperatures as low as –30°C

8x42HG L DCF/10x42HG L DCF

• Lightweight (8x: 795g, 10x: 790g)
• Sturdy, lightweight die-cast magnesium alloy body
• Close focusing distance of 3m
• Dioptre adjustment ring locking system prevents unintentional rotation
• Excellent performance at temperatures as low as –20°C
• Rubber armouring for shock resistance and a firm, comfortable grip
• Ergonomic 3D design for greater ease of holding
• Eyepiece lens caps are connected for easy use

8x42HG L DCF

8x32HG L DCF * For specifications, see pp 38-39.
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More choices for better views
Nikon’s standard lineup of sleekly designed Porro and Roof (Dach) binoculars features highly advanced optical

technology and intelligent designs. All models offer a bright field of view thanks to a large objective diameter,

and a sharp, undistorted view up to the periphery. These versatile binoculars are great for tracking athletes

heading for the finish line or the flitting movements of a bird, and are just the thing for budding nature watchers.

Binoculars
STANDARD


