
If you’ve done your homework, you know that the Bronx is up and the Battery’s 
down—or at least, that New Yorkers are way friendlier than the hype suggests. Here 

are some tips on how to walk, talk and travel like a local around the Big Apple.
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How to Navigate NYC Like a Local

Subway Do’s & Don’ts

Do: know where you’re headed: 
uptown = north; downtown = south
Do: avoid empty subway cars
Do: always stand on the right side of the escalator
Do: heed those Keith Haring-inspired posters for how 
to behave
Don’t: prolonged eye contact with strangers
Don’t: chat loudly as if you’re in your living 
room—you’re only letting everyone on the train know 
that you’re from out of town

At the airport: only use the official taxi stand or 
call private car service/Lyft/Uber driver. Avoid the 
“Hey, need a ride?” guys at all costs. 
Exit the cab on the curb side (or less trafficked 
side) only
If the rooftop signal light is on, the cab is vacant 
and free to hail; if the top light’s off, the cab is 
either off-duty or already carrying a passenger.
If you need a cab around 5pm (when shifts 
change), you’re better off calling Lyft/Uber/car 
service

Taxi 101

Pedestrian Tips:

Places you can get away with slowly 
strolling  (v. real, brisk walking): High Line, 
Central Park, Chelsea Piers
Limit Times Square/Herald Square visits 
to 20 minutes or less
Need a quick rest stop/nap? Drop into a 
salon for a quick mani/pedi or back rub

Doorman (if he scores you a taxi) $2-$5
Maid $2-$5 per day of your stay
Bellhop/porter $1-$2 per bag depending 
on the hotel
Room service waiter 18-22% of bill
Concierge $3-$5 for simple requests 
(dinner reservations, show seats)
$10 or more for unusual/difficult requests
Taxi driver 10-20% of fare
Tour guides 15%-20%
Bartender $1 per drink or 20% of the tab
Waiter 15%-20%
Spas/Salons 15-25% cash tip

Hint: NYC sales tax is *8.875%, so 
doubling the tax is a shortcut to 17% tip.

Tipping Guide


